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REPORT OF THE CIVIL AERONAUTICS BOALRD
‘ on the
Investigation of an Accident Involvang Aircraft
During a Patrol Flight

An necident which occurred near the Jackman Airport, Jackman,
Moine, at 9:30 e.m. on November 27, 19,3, resulted in serious 1njuries
to the pilot, William Henry Turgeon, and minor ianjury to his passenger,
Howard Wilson. Turgeon held a commercizl pilot certificate with single-
engine land and sea, 0=390 h.p. ratings. He had flown approximately
L500 solo hours, arcund 2000 of which were in the type arrcraft invelved.
Wilson, e State game warden, wos not certificated as an cirmoen. The air-
eraft, a Piper J5a, NC 3%28L, owned by the State of Maine, Department of

Inlond Pisheries and Game, received céxtensive damage.

Pilot Turgeon and Came Warden Wilson prepored for a cross—country
patrol flight from the Jackman Lirport for the purpose of searching for
lost persons, After warming the engine the pilot taxied the plane to the
end of the field and baek to improve the trke=off track and to remove
snow from and smooth the sk2is., He then took off and when the plane had
renched an altitude of about 20 feet, at a point near the end of the field,
the engine stopped. There was not sufficient altitude to clear a ravine
directly ahesd and the aireraft crashed into the embankment,

Exemination of the engine revesled no definite cause for stoppage.
Woter was found in the bowl of the carburetor, which had broken off and
was buried in the snow; however, 1t 1s believed that this was e result of
melted snow, since there was no water in the gnscolator. The airport was
blanketed with rbout 18 inches of snow and while 1t 1s prcbable that the
engine prcked up snow an the carburetor aintake during the take-off, ex-
rerience indicates that o considerable crmount of snow ecan be token into
the engine in this monner wathout causing 1t to misfire. The engine wos
refueled to capacity in below freezing temperature just before this flight,
It 1s possible that the fucl ecap vent became obstructed by i1ce and cousedc
o stoppage in the fuel flow.

The probeble cause of this accident wos engine stoppage during
toke~of' £ over terraoin unsuitable for a landing.
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